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    Regular Meeting 

February 15, 2020 
 

Present: 
Henry Mayerfeld 
Elbert Johnson  

Pat Heer 
Ryan Clarke  
Sandy Comparri, Recording Secretary/Treasurer 
 
Excused: 
Lou Vasile - surgery 
 
Absent: 
Linda Kurtz, Fire Chief 
 
Audience: 
Pete McEvoy 
 
The vouchers and checks were signed by the Commissioners before the meeting was called to order. 
 
Henry Mayerfeld called the meeting to order at 7:34.   
The sunshine law was read. 

 

Minutes for January 13, 2020: 
The minutes for January 13, 2020 were reviewed by the Commissioners. 
A motion was made by Elbert Johnson and seconded by Pat Heer to approve the minutes. 
Vote: All in favor 
 
Treasurers Report for February 10, 2020: 
The following invoices were added to the treasurer’s report during this meeting: 

 Patrick Spring/8 mandatory classes  500.00 
 PennCare/review of EMS charts   1,584.00 

 
The Commissioners reviewed the expenditures for February.  The recording treasurer questioned the amount of 
the PennCare bill.  $1,584.00 seems a lot for 1 month of EMS charts.   
 
A motion was made by Ryan Clarke and seconded by Elbert Johnson to pay the bills except for the PennCare. 
The recording treasurer will call on this bill before paying. 
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Vote: All in favor 
 
Election February 15, 2020 from 2:00 to 9:00: 
The recording secretary reminded everyone the election is this Saturday, February 15 from 2 to 9.  Pat Heer said 
she would try to come out to the election to stay with the recording secretary during voting. 
 
Sandy Comparri read over the ballot as per Lou Vasile and Henry Mayerfeld to get confirmation it is correct. 
There are 4 people running for 2 Commissioner’s positions, designation on 32,000.00 of the budget for capital 
expenditures and designation of 280,000.00 of money already saved for the purchase of a new ambulance and 
equipment to supply the vehicle.   
 
The designation of money for a new marquee sign and repair of the parking lot will be put to the district in a 
special election to be held at a later date.   
 
Ryan Clarke questioned the purchasing of another ambulance.  Since the company doesn’t respond to many 
calls and there are only very few members why is another ambulance needed?   
 
Henry Mayerfeld stated the company does go out on ambulance calls and the old backup ambulance is 
constantly in need of repairs.  He also mentioned that if the question does pass the money is set aside.  That 
mean we will get a new ambulance.   
 
SRECTrade/Green Credit deposit: 
None 
 
Replacement of Sign/ Filling of potholes/sink holes: 
A special election will be held to get approval for the replacement of the front sign and repair of the parking lot. 
This will be scheduled in the future. 
 
Replacement of front door: 
Henry Mayerfeld stated the plan is to replace the front door in 2 steps. 

1.  Put in the 2 side lights and 42” door. 
2. Making the door sill wheelchair accessible. 

 
Chief’s Report: 
None 

Community Education/Good and Welfare: 
Ryan Clarke wanted to review a few ideas to get the Fire Company in front of the public and to recruit new 
members.  He suggested going to the high school to recruit members. He would also like to see the chief and 
fire members do a booth at Pittsgrove Day to recruit members and to get themselves in the public’s eye.  
Perhaps have handouts such as educational material, smoke detectors or fire extinguishers.   
 
Ryan Clarke mentioned he has reviewed the last 3 years of attendance of the Fire Chief at the Commissioners 
meetings.  He found that the Chief has only attended 2 meetings in the past 3 years.  This comes out to 89% of 
the time there is no reputation from the Fire Company.   
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Ryan stated he is very disappointed with the representation from the fire company and believes it needs to 
improve. 
 
Henry Mayerfeld asked Ryan why he doesn’t belong to the Fire Company.   
 
Ryan responded that he works 1 ½ hours away from home, it’s late when he finally gets home.  On the 
weekends he goes to his in-laws in Cape May.  
  
Henry pointed out that he wouldn’t need to make all the calls, just when he is available.  Henry made mentioned 
that younger people don’t give like the older folks did when they were younger.  It’s not only here its 
everywhere.   
 
Henry asked the Commissioners to remember that the Chief is not a paid position.  The job entails a lot more 
work than a person would think.  Just writing up a report on a response can take up to 3-4 hours. 
 
Ryan Clarke feels the communication between the Commissioners and the Fire Company needs to greatly 
improve.    
 
Pat Heer mentioned that the Commissioners can’t even use the money to have a dinner for the volunteers from 
the Fire Company.   
 
Ryan Clarke thanked everyone since he might not be at the next meeting if not reelected. 
 
Pete McEvoy asked to speak to the Commissioners.  He was recognized by Henry Mayerfeld. 
 
Pete thanked Lou Vasile for updating the Website.  The recording secretary/treasurer did mention the delay on 
updating the website was entirely her fault. 
   
Pete informed the Commissioners that Salem County offers programs for education such as 6, ABC Save a Life 
Program.  They were also giving free smoke detectors to the fire districts to give out.    
 
Pete also wanted to let the Commissioners know he completed an OPRA request to get the response numbers 
for Fire District 1.  He stated the response numbers are very low.  He voiced his concern of money being spent 
for fire and ambulance amenities but then service are not available.  He questions if spending money on another 
ambulance is a smart investment when the money might be better spent on paid responders.   
 
Pete McEvoy went on to say there are 4 members at Willow Grove Fire Company who originally belonged to 
Norma.  He is unsure of why they left but wanted the Commissioners to be aware members have left Norma to 
join other stations.   
 
Adjournment: 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 PM. 
 

Sandra M. Comparri 
Recording Secretary 


