
This is part of the history of the Norma-Alliance Volunteer Fire Company from the 10th 
Anniversary Dinner held at the Hirsch’s Hotel Eppenger Avenue in Norma, NJ on Sunday, 

March 16, 1958 at 7:00 pm as recorded in the program booklet given to each person 
attending this Fire Company Function.  This booklet was given to me by the first Fire Chief, 

“Charles Esposito” of the Norma Fire Company at one of our Banquets held at Schapers 
Catering in Rosenhayn, NJ. in 1998.  He asks me to hold this booklet and at the appropriate 

time present it to the Fire Company so it could be viewed by all to preserve the history of our 
Fire Company.  I gave this booklet to Chief Linda Kurtz in 2015, she put it in the Fire Company 
Trophy cabinet at the entrance of our Fire Station so all visitors coming and going may see it.  

Louis J Vasile Past Chief Norma-Alliance Vol. Fire & Rescue 
 

*************** 
 

Program 
 

National Anthem   Audience 
 

Dinner 
 

Welcome and Presentation of Honored guest 
I Harry Levin, Toastmaster 

 
Speakers 

 
  Victor Cohn     President of Fire Company 
  Hon. Jacob N. Helig    Mayor of Pittsgrove Township 
  Hon. Frank J Testa    Mayor of City of Vineland 
  Samuel Berkowitz    Past President of Fire Company 
  Irwin Kavesh     Attorney 
  Joseph Alterman    Past President of Fire Company 
  Thomas Dell     Director of Fire, City of Vineland 

 
 

*************** 
 

Dinner Menu 
 
Sunday, March 16, 1958 at 7:00 PM the Fire Company had their 10th Anniversary Dinner at Hirsch’s 
Hotel.  This was a butiful hotel with a large banquet hall located on Eppenger Avenue in Norma, New 
Jersey.  The Menu started out with fruit Cocktails, Condiments and Vegetable Soup.  The main dinner 
was Roast Spring Turkey, Brown Potatoes, Cranberry Sauce, Peas and Carrots and Rolls.  Jell-O desert 
was offered after the main dinner.  Coffee or Tea was served throughout the entire event. 

 
 

*************** 



 
Program 

 
 
 

A Message From The President 
 

  I want to take this opportunity to express my deep appreciation to the members of our Fire 
Company for their continuous cooperation and devotion to duty – for these are men who seek no 
reward other than the satisfaction that comes from being of assistance to others. 
 
 I also extend my gratitude to all the citizens of our community – as without their unfailing 
support we could not have accomplished all that we have in the past 10 years, nor could we hope to 
progress in the future. 
 
        Victor Cohn, President 
        1958 
 
 
 

*************** 
 
 
 

Greetings From Our Fire Chief 
 
 I am proud to be associated with such a fine group of men, and I welcome this opportunity to 
greet all our friends at this our 10th Anniversary Dinner. 
 
 It is indeed a pleasure and an honor to be the head of such an outstanding group of volunteer 
fire fighters and rescue workers. 
 
I am well aware that without the help and the cooperation of every one of our active fire men and 
friends our Fire Company would never have reached the fine reputation and the prestige which we are 
enjoying now. 
 
 With God’s help we shall strive in the future to serve our community with even greater vigor and 
efficiency. 
 
         Hyman P Reisman 
         Fire Chief 1958 
 
 
 

*************** 
 
 
 



 
OFFICERS 1958 

 
Victor Cohn   president 
Irving Opack   Vice President 
Marvin Beebe   Secretary 
Hyman P Reisman  Treasurer 

 
Hyman P Reisman  Chief 
Bernie Mayerfeld  Asst.Chief 
John Gaidosh   1st Captain 
Tony Tischler   2nd Captain 
Stanley Edelstein  1st Lieutenant 
John Chrzanowski  2nd Lieutenant 

 
 

FIRE COMMISSIONEERS 1958 
 

   Jacob D Spigel   President 
I. Harry Levin   Secretary 
John Gaidosh   Commissioner 
Victor Cohn   Recording Secretary 
George Kershak   Treasurer 

 
*************** 

 
       ACTIVE FIREMEN 1958 

 
Nathan Applebaum  George Kershak 
Marvin Beebe   Art Kurlansky 
William Bell   Barry Levin 
Leo Boucher   Bernie Mayerfeld 
Walter Cannon   David Morgan 
William Chonofsky  Elmer Morgan 
John Chrzanowski  Hyman P Reisman 
Theowald Clausen  Henry Robinson 
Victor Cohn   Morton Spector 
Isadore Edelstein  Ben Small 
Hyman Edelstein  Tony Tischler 
Stanley Edelstein  Fred Wagner 
Eli Fromm   Robert Wagner 
John Gaidosh   Robert Wolf 

 
 
 
 
 
 



History As Documented from the 10th Anniversary Program Booklet 1958 
 

Norma Alliance Volunteer Fire Company 
 
 The Norma Alliance Volunteer Fire Company was founded on December 12, 1945, by a group of 
foresighted citizens, headed by Louis Brown.  The first meeting was attended by a large number of 
citizens and I. Harry Levin became Legal Advisor to the group.  A few months after the initial meeting, 
Louis Brown and Hyman Reisman proudly brought to Norma a fully equipped Mack fire truck from the 
Army Post at Mays Landing, the first to be purchase by the newly formed Fire Company.  This piece of 
equipment was housed in the Fire Company’s first erected fire house in 1948.  With the creation of the 
Fire Company, Fire District No. 1 of Pittsgrove Township was formed with five Commissioners elected by 
the citizens of that newly formed district.  Each Commissioner would serve three year terms without 
pay.   The terms are staggered so that two Commissioners are elected one year, two the next year and 
the fifth commissioner the third year.  The election each year is held on the second Saturday in 
February.  As Commissioners these elected officials were in full charge of all purchases and the building. 
At the first meeting of the Commissioners held in 1948, Jacob D. Spigel was chosen President, I. Harry 
Levin Secretary, Jacob N. Helig Treasurer, Tyson Kinsell Recording Secretary and John Gaidosh was the 
fifth member.  After serving for two years, Tyson Kinsell moved out of the District and Benjamin Fisher 
replaced him.  Fisher was thereafter replaced by Victor Cohen who became President of the Volunteer 
Fire Company in 1957.  In 1958 Jacob N Helig announced that he would not be a candidate for re-
election and George Kershak who was also a member of the Board of Education was elected as the fifth 
Commissioner.  Thus since the founding of the District Jacob D Spigel, I. Harry Levin and John Gaidosh 
still remained as Commissioners.  The Norma-Alliance Volunteer Fire Company has gained a great deal 
of experience in the short time of its existence.  Among the most memorable fires to date that the Fire 
Company has assisted in fighting were those at the Rainbow Lake Pavilion and at the Berkowitz Feed 
Mill.  The later was perhaps the outstanding one with 10 different Fire Companies with 18 units of 
equipment came to the aid of our Fire Company.  The urgency was so great that many of our volunteers 
arrived on the scene scantily dressed and indeed, Volunteer Benjamin Small arrived without his shoes.  A 
resume of the activities of our Fire Chiefs is a resume of devotion to duty.  Our first Chief, Charles 
Esposito labored under great disadvantage in that the volunteers were then totally untrained.  Yet he 
gained the full cooperation of all members of the company and each grew in experience under his 
leadership.  Our second Fire Chief, Arthur Kurlansky, who resides next door to the fire House and whose 
home life is constantly subject to disruption from fire calls was Chief during the staging of one of the 
largest fire drills in the South Jersey area in which six fire companies and five different pieces of 
equipment participated.  Our third Fire Chief was Morton Spector a man well trained in mechanics and 
one therefore always mindful of the efficient maintenance and improvement of our equipment.  The 
fourth and present Fire Chief is Hyman Reisman who has been an Assistant Chief since 1945 until he was 
elected to his present position.  He has served as Treasurer for all these years.  As everybody knows, 
Hyman Reisman never minded the time or the hour and almost always is the first when help is needed.  
It can truly be said that for all these years he has been the Guiding Light of our Fire Company.  In the 
connection of our Company it should be explained that every telephone call to the Fire Company is 
received either at the home of Mrs. Arthur Kurlansky or Mrs. Hyman Reisman and the services of these 
ladies were greatly appreciated.  Still fresh in our memory is the experience we Volunteers had with the 
so-called “Fire Bugs of 1957”; a trio of young men who disrupted the peace of the community by causing 
six major fires.  It was necessary for the Volunteers to patrol continuously for several weeks to meet the 
threat and the Fire Company was indeed instrumental in the final apprehension of these culprits.  One 
of our major projects has been to obtain a much needed ambulance for our Fire District.  Sigfried Fromm 
was the first to have the foresight to see the need for this unit but unfortunately he did not live to see 



how important this service became to our community.  Nathan Applebaum who served our Fire 
Company as President then was another active participate in this project.  It final became a reality and 
the ambulance was obtained in the summer of 1956 when Marvin Beebe and Fire Chief Morton Spector 
brought the well-equipped unit to the Fire House for the approval of the Membership.  Not to be 
overlooked in this project was the untiring work of the Ladies Auxiliary of our Fire Department.  We are 
indeed proud of our ambulance and of the service it performs in the emergencies both in our immediate 
vicinity and in outlying areas.  As part of this project a First Aid Course was taken by both the Volunteers 
firemen and the Ladies Auxiliary in 1957.  To assist in traffic problems and to safeguard life and property 
our Fire Company is proud to have had the following firemen enrolled in the New Jersey State Fire Police 
Association:  Hyman P Reisman, Morton Spector, Herman Edelstein, Isadore Edelstein, Bernie Mayerfeld, 
Bernard Cohen and Victor Cohen.  In 1953 another fire engine was added to improve the speed and 
efficiency of our company.  We have several new projects presently under consideration and it is hoped 
by all that the next ten years will be a fruitful as those now a memory. 
 

Marvin Beebe, Secretary 1958 
 
 

Past Presidents 
 

Joe Altermam    Jacob D. Spiegel    Sam Berkowitz    Nathan Applebaum    Isadore Edelstein 


