
         Regular Meeting 
                                                     SEPTEMBER 17, 2018 

 
PRESENT:  
Lou Vasile 
Pat Heer  
Elbert Johnson 
Ryan Clarke 
Linda Kurtz, Fire Chief 
Sandy Comparri, Recording Secretary/Treasurer 
 
ABSENT:  
Henry Mayerfeld 
 
AUDIENCE: 
Ron Petrosky 
 
Lou Vasile called the meeting to order at 7:36 pm.  The flag salute, a moment of silence and 
reflection for the LODD and or dignitaries were held.  The sunshine law was read. 
 
Solar Panels:  
Lou Vasile informed the Board the information for the solar panel bidding had been turned over to Richard 
Braslow, our attorney.  He will make up the resolution and the advertisement for the bid.  The bid 
information was put in the Elmer Paper by him.  This information is due by Monday October 15, 2018.  We 
will be opening and reading the bids at the beginning of the meeting.   
 
Ryan Clarke asked the Board about the process of back ground checks on members of the Fire Company. 
 
Lou Vasile and Linda Kurtz explained a back ground check is done by the Chief before a member is 
admitted as a member.  The cost is $18.00.   There is also a probation period of 6 months for new members.  
 
Ryan asked if the members are ever checked again.   
 
Linda told him no. 
 
Ryan went on to question why it is not being done more often.  He said he did not what to receive a call 
from a newspaper asking about a member who did something illegally.  He did not feel comfortable being 
responsible for members with just one background check.  
 
Lou again explained how a person’s background is checked before they are allowed to become a member in 
the company.   
 
Ryan said he felt Lou was being defensive about the question of back ground checks and not forthcoming. 
 
Lou Vasile explained he was not being defensive nor withholding any information.  His voice was getting 
louder because he was being cut off and talked over when trying to speak. 
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Ryan said he did not know the members of the company and thinks the vetting should be done every 6 
months. 
 
Lou invited Ryan and all the Commissioners to work night which are held every Monday at 6:00.   
 
Ryan asked Linda Kurtz if she was comfortable with the way background checks were being done.   
 
Linda explained she is the one who does them and yes, she is comfortable with the process.   
 
Lou Vasile said the decision would be up to the Chief to make any changes to the process of background 
checks.  The Commissioners oversee the finances for the Fire Company.  They are not in charge of the Fire 
Company or who becomes a member.  If the Commissioners want to take over the background checks of 
the member then they would need to get Linda Kurtz’s approval. 
 
Ron Petrosky, a fire company members said it takes about 1 year from the time someone fills out their 
application to the time they are voted into the fire company. 
 
Ryan continued to stress the point that members need to be vetted more than once.  He would like the 
Commissioners to think about doing the check biannually. 
 
Linda Kurtz said she thinks the Commissioners are over stepping their bounds. 
 
Pat Heer started questioning Linda about the way things are done at the company, going on to say some 
derogatory statements about Linda and why there are not more members.     
 
Pat asked Linda if she was interested in getting a LUCAS compression system.  Linda said she has heard 
from doctors they didn’t think the system worked very well.  The testing of the device has only been done 
by the company that makes the machine.  Also the company doesn’t get many calls that require a patient 
needing CPR. 
 
Pat asked why station wouldn’t use the LUCAS when Vineland uses the device a lot and thinks it does a 
good job.  Pat said to Linda that Linda didn’t want to get equipment that was good for the company but 
spent a whole lot of money on a stupid Sparky the fire dog costume. 
 
Linda said Pat shouldn’t have voted for the costume if she felt that way. 
 
Pat stated she didn’t vote for it. 
 
Linda Kurtz asked Pat Heer to stop with the yelling and throwing of insults.  Linda explaining this is why 
she stopped coming to meetings.  
 
The recording secretary was unable to take accurate notes due to the yelling and more than one person 
speaking at the same time. 
  
Linda left the meeting at 8:15 pm. 
 
Minutes for July 23, 2018:  
The minutes for July 23, 2018 were reviewed by the Commissioners. 
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A motion was made by Ryan Clarke and seconded by Elbert Johnson to accept the minutes as read. 
Vote: All in favor 
 
Treasurers Report for September 17, 2018: 
The Commissioners reviewed the Treasurers Report.  No invoices were added during the meeting. 
 
The recording Treasurer, Sandy Comparri, informed the Commissioners she paid the worker comp bill   
before the meeting because she did not want to run into problems with the policy being canceled.  The 
remaining balance was $ 2,226.00, which became due after the completion of the audit. 
 
A motion was made to approve the treasurer’s report by Pat Heer, seconded by Elbert Johnson. 
Vote: All in favor 
 
Transfer of funds into a Certificate of Deposit: 
Since Henry is not present at this meeting this was tabled until next month. 
 
Chiefs Report: 
None 
 
New Marquee: 
None 
 
LUCAS Demonstration: 
It was decided not to continue with the demonstration since the Chief didn’t think it was something the 
company could use. 
 
Good and Welfare: 
Lou Vasile went over items that have gone on at the station in the past month: 

 Lou gave the recording secretary another bill for Ehrlich.  She confirmed the bill was paid last 
month. 

 Lou had Krise Electric come out to fix the sensor for the light on the pole outside. 
 Moore’s Countryside Heating came out to fix the heater in the basement and fix a problem with one 

of the heaters in the bay that was not connected to the stack. 
 EMS radios- need to buy 2 new radios to be kept in the trucks so the EMS band can be heard.  This 

is mandated by the State of New Jersey. 
 Sprinkler outside is broken.  Lou is fixing it so it will be ready for next year.   

 
Lou Vasile told the Commissioners Richard Kurtz has started to make a few calls again.     
 
Ryan Clarke questioned why Rich Kurtz is out on calls if he was not voted in yet, since Ron said it takes a 
year for a person to become a member.   He pointed out that Lou had said Rich was not certified. 
 
Lou Vasile explained that Rich had been a member since around 2002 and does not have to wait 1 year.  He 
was gone from the station for about 2 years and was a member in good standing when he left.  Lou noted 
Rich did not need to be certified to go on EMT calls if he is just driving.   
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Ryan Clarke continued to state he could not be responsible for members if they are not vetted.  He said a lot 
could happen in two years Rich was out of the company.  He feels another background check should be 
done on him.   Ryan went over all the points he stated earlier in the meeting. 
 
 
Adjournment: 
Lou Vasile made a motion to close the meeting. This was seconded by Pat Heer. 
 
___________________________ 
Sandra M. Comparri 
Recording Secretary  


